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“Students should be put into situations where
they might experience failure...young people
grow most profoundly when challenged
and given latitude to make mistakes” (Tom
Sturtevant, former Head of School at Northfield
Mount Hermon Prep).
The end of the school year is not just a time for
relief, but also for reflection; it is an opportunity
to look back on the struggles and failures of
the school year with an eye to learning.
Consider the baseball player who takes a cut
at a bad pitch for the third strike, the scholar
who draws a blank because of a lack of
preparation for the big test, the musician who
hits a wrong note during a solo, or the friend
who posts something on social media that
cripples a relationship.
You can pay for failure by suffering the
consequences, and then putting your head
down and grumbling at the world, getting
angry at someone, or making yourself the
victim of circumstance. Or, you can invest in
failure by looking at the lesson learned, and
the actions, habits, or attitudes that need to
change, asking, “What is the message I am
supposed to be getting about me here?”

The Psalmist said, “So teach us to number our
days that we may get a heart of wisdom”
(Psalm 90:12). The Apostle Paul echoed this
when he said, “Look carefully then how you
walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the
best use of the time, because the days are
evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).
Carole Hyatt and Linda Gottlieb, co-authors
of When Smart People Fail, offer this take on
redeeming failure:
“I divide the world into learners and
nonlearners. There are people who learn,
who are open to what happens around them,
who listen, who hear lessons. When they do
something stupid, they don’t do it again. And
when they do something that works a bit, they
do it even better and harder the next time.
The question to ask is not whether you are a
success or a failure, but whether you are a
learner or a nonlearner.”
Perhaps there is no failure, only feedback.
Perhaps we should not be asking ourselves
why we failed, but what we learned. That is
one way we can redeem our days. May we
look back on this year and see only successes
and growing pains!
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HCA HIGHLIGHTS

GALLERY WALK

Exciting events and accomplishments abound!

Friends and family gathered at HCA to enjoy our student art gallery and instrumental concert.

CAMPUS FEATURES

ANNUAL ART EXHIBIT & CONSERVATORY RECITAL
5TH GRADE
PUBLISHED POETS
Fifteen talented HCA fifth graders
were selected to be published poets
in Creative Communications’ annual
poetry contest, and their work will be
printed in a hardcover anthology. As
of 2018, HCA is officially in the top ten
for the number of entries received
and accepted in NJ since 2010.

Nylah Hindsman (12), AP Studio Art

Sports

JOG-A-THON 2018
HCA held its twenty-eighth annual Jog-A-Thon on May 4, 2018.
This event has been an HCA favorite since its inception in 1990.
Despite some cloudy skies and a little rain this year, our joggers’
spirits remained undampened. It was a day of fun for HCA students,
parents, teachers, and supporters.
Though our turf field was approaching completion in early May, it
was not quite ready for the jogging feet of our 450 students on JogA-Thon day. In lieu of a field, our middle and high school students
turned the entire HCA campus into a track, and ran their laps
around all five of our campus buildings. They enthusiastically took
on the challenge of completing as many of these longer laps as
possible to raise support for their school. While jogging along this
scenic route was a fun and different experience, HCA is excited to
return to the field next year, and to use our amazing new turf field
for many Jog-A-Thons to come!
The day of excitement was completed with a beautiful plant and
flower sale, and a delicious barbeque lunch. Thanks to our jogging
students, parent volunteers, and ambitious PTF, this year’s Jog-AThon raised more than $30,000 for HCA.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
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Playing sports is really fun,
Except for when they are done.
I love to run and play outside,
It’s better than a carnival ride.
Soccer is the best sport of all.
I play that sport in the fall.
Baseball, skiing, tennis too,
They are also fun to do.
No matter what sport I play,
I want to do it everyday.
No matter what sport I do,
It’s always better to play with you.
When I get home I get in my shorts,
To run and play some interesting sports.
And even though the sport has to end,
The best part is to play with a friend.
-Zacharias Burres
God
Awesome, talented
Wonderful, great, amazing
He is so good to me
Omnipresent, kind
Omnipotent, omniscient
He loves me so much
-Joseph Lee

Emily Vasquez (12), AP Studio Art

Czarina Manipon (12), AP Studio Art
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17

LOWER SCHOOL PROJECT FAIR

NNJCSA FIELD DAY

SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIPS

AAA POSTER CONTEST

Bulletin boards, hallway walls, and hanging
streamers showcased the artwork of every lower
school student in this year’s Project Fair. Each
class presented exhibits that reflected its specific
classroom topics and areas of learning. Students
used different artistic styles and media to creatively
express educational concepts in fun and
innovative ways. Parents, family members, and
friends were able to browse all artistic creations in
a walk-through of each lower school classroom.

Qualifying third through eighth graders competed in
NNJCSA’s 2018 Field Day. HCA placed third in Divisions
I and II, and our own Coach Standford headed up
the entire event. HCA’s first place winners were: Alyssa
Manasse (3), obstacle course; Elijah Alvarado (4), softball
throw; Seth Fitchett (4), softball throw, broad jump; Jillian
Wesseldyke (5), obstacle course; Austin Tucker (6), softball
throw; Joel Walker (6), obstacle course, broad jump;
Brock Burres (7), obstacle course; David Gonzalez (7),
50/100 meter dash; and Luis Goenaga (8), broad jump.

Twenty-nine HCA middle and high school students,
four HCA faculty members, and one HCA alumnus
spent the week of spring break ministering to the lost.
Three mission trips were coordinated through Touch
the World Ministries, who has been partnering with
HCA for several years. Our students ministered in the
refugee communities of Dallas, the garbage dumps
of Guatemala, and a rural community of Uganda.
Students returned with new perspectives, praising the
Lord that lives were changed and God was glorified.

Twelve second and third grade students
represented HCA as finalists in the AAA National
Traffic Safety Poster Contest in April 2018. Over
20,000 student participants across the country
entered posters that reflected a traffic and
pedestrian safety slogan. HCA student finalists
were: Sophie Arrieta, Jeremy Basta, Jed Cha,
Jianna Clay, Kezia Gunawan, Chase Hawthorne,
Edward Hwang, Alyssa Manasse, Abigail Marrero,
Moriah Ng, Irene Seo, and Madelyn Van Dyk.

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
HCA’s fourth through eighth graders participated in
Hawthorne Gospel Church’s annual Feed My Starving
Children (FMSC) MobilePack event this year. FMSC
is a Christian non-profit organization that fights world
hunger by sending volunteer-packed meals to schools,
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orphanages, clinics, and feeding programs worldwide.
Our students packed over one ton of rice, dehydrated
vegetables, soy powder, and vitamin powder into
22,896 meals during our MobilePack shift. This constitutes
enough meals to feed 62 children for a whole year.
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STUDENT COUNCIL CAR WASHES

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

HCA’s Student Council has been hard at work raising
money for the purchase of an ultrasound machine for
Dream Center Uganda. They recently held two car
wash events in Ridgewood, each of which raised over
$1,000, enabling them reach their $6,400 goal.

The National Day of Prayer stirred the hearts of HCA
students this May. In honor of the day, HCA high
schoolers held a Prayer Lunch where they led their
classmates and teachers in prayer to intercede for
America’s leaders and families.
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CLASS OF 2018

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!
“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:8

THE GRADUATES
HCA’s thirtieth graduating class received their
diplomas on June 15. They were offered a total
of $3,661,476 in scholarships. Graduates are
listed with the colleges they plan to attend:
**Jonathan Alektiar, University of Michigan
*Sophia Alvarez, The College of New Jersey
*Justin Augustin, Rutgers University
**Adriana Bayron, New York University
*Andrew Browne, Northeastern University
**Sarah Campbell, North Greenville University
*Gianna Cheeseman, Texas Christian Univ.
Jazlynn de Guzman, Hunter College
David Falcon, Liberty University
*Brenna Frawley, Ramapo College
Kimberly Gorter, Bergen Community College
Amaury Gutierrez, Gordon College
Hannah Hagedorn, Liberty University
Mikeala Hamlet, Penn State University
Eric Harley, Cairn University
**Kaitlyn Hart, Messiah College
Fanyu Hercules-Tawe, Rutgers University
Nylah Hindsman, PA Academy of Fine Arts
**Jayson Hoogerhyde, NJ Institute of Tech.
Timothy Jackson, Ramapo College
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VALEDICTORIAN

SALUTATORIAN

HCA SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS

As the class of 2018 prepares to
move forward, Valedictorian
Christian Silos challenges his
classmates to take initiative in
their lives and in their faith. “Do
not let the fear of uncertainty
prevent you from taking hold
of opportunities, and do
not let the fear of judgment
prevent you from taking
ownership of your faith.”

In his salutatory address,
Jayson Hoogerhyde implores
his fellow graduates to always
seek God’s plan and direction
for their lives, to completely
trust that His way is best,
and to represent Christ in
everything they do. “We have
all spent a lot of time learning
Bible verses, and now it is time
to start applying them.”

PTF SCHOLARSHIPS FOR EXCELLENCE
Academic: Jayson Hoogerhyde & Christian Silos
All-Around: Olivia White
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BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS
Athletic: Emily Lamitola & Christian Silos
Music: Jesse Kriesel
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP
Grace Meharg
WELLSPRINGS COUNSELING CENTER SCHOLARSHIP
Fanyu Hercules-Tawe

Samantha Jenne, Liberty University
**Maria Klimik, Binghamton University
Caleb Koppenal, Liberty University
*Jesse Kriesel, Gordon College
*Emily Lamitola, Ramapo College
**Angie Lovato, New York University
*Czarina Manipon, Pace University
**Timothy Mastroberti, James Madison Univ.
*Grace Meharg, Taylor University
**Timothy Morales, Rutgers University
Nicholas Olano, Rockland Community Coll.
Haley Oquendo-Escobar, Southeastern Univ.
Paloma Parker, Liberty University
Sabrina Sanchez, Liberty University
Kirk Schmidt, (undecided)
**Christian Silos, Stevens Institute of Tech.
Lauren Sorrentino, Bergen Community Coll.
Jonathan Suthar, Ramapo College
Quinn Tyler, Cairn University
*Emily Vasquez, Monmouth University
Michael Vicinanza, St. Petersburg College
Matthew Wang, Quinnipiac University
*Olivia White, Samford University
Josiah Williams, York College of PA
Sarah Zacaroli, Bethel School of Ministry
**high honors, *honors

JOSHUA & ESTHER ACOSTA HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP
Haley Oquendo-Escobar
JACOB EGEDY SCHOLARSHIP
Olivia White
RONNIE & RENEE SIMON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Grace Meharg
FAITHFUL SCHOLAR AWARD
Jonathan Alektiar, Sophia Alvarez, Justin Augustin,
Andrew Browne, Eric Harley, Kaitlyn Hart, Nylah Hindsman,
Caleb Koppenal, Emily Lamitola, & Emily Vasquez
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ACADEMY ATHLETICS
GO DEFENDERS!

Our high school teams experienced the most successful spring season to date, even amidst the ongoing construction on our new turf field!

VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL
The Varsity Boys Baseball team persevered
through a hectic season, as the installation of
HCA’s beautiful new turf field was completed.
Without a home field to practice or play on,
the boys were stretched and tested, having to
adapt, think on their feet, and make necessary
adjustments. Though their first game was not until
May 11, the team put forth a valiant effort for
the season and displayed genuine dedication
to the program. Our league, the NJIC Patriot,
is one of the best Group 1 leagues in the state,
and the boys fought hard for their victories. They
ended the season with an exciting comeback
win against Trinity Christian. Every senior athlete
contributed to the team’s victory that day, and
it was a thrilling way to finish the 2018 season.
Senior Christian Silos made First Team All League
for the third consecutive season, which has
never been accomplished in the history of HCA.
Christian was also named First Team All County,
which is a great achievement and another first
for HCA baseball.
Special thanks go to our coaches, Aaron Van
Dyk (‘96), Andrew Mui, Jessey Michaels, and
Brian Capozzi (‘01) for their dedication and
support during a challenging season.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS BANQUET
The HCA Athletic Department held its 31st annual High School Sports Awards Banquet on May 23 at The Tides
Estate. Over 200 people were in attendance, and the following Department Awards were presented:
NJIC SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
Justin Augustin (12)
Sabrina Sanchez (12)

DEFENDER ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AWARD
Gianna D’Amato (10)
David Falcon (12)

PCCA SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AWARD
Kaitlyn Hart (12)
Christian Silos (12)

BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
Emily Lamitola (12)
Christian Silos (12)
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SPRING VARSITY
AWARDS
VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL
JAYSON HOOGERHYDE (12)
2nd Team All League
Honorable Mention All County
TIMOTHY MASTROBERTI (12)
Honorable Mention All League
CHRISTIAN SILOS (12)
1st Team All League
1st Team All County

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK & FIELD
HCA had an exciting 2018 Track and Field season. The team experienced
great individual and team accomplishments on league, county, and
state levels. Fifteen student-athletes qualified for the NJSIAA State Meet,
which is a record for HCA Track. Some team accomplishments included
multiple dual meet victories, record-breaking HCA team scores at league
championships, and a record number of athletes advancing from state
sectionals to group championships. Senior Justin Augustin won the
league championship and placed third at the county championships in
the 1600 meter. HCA’s three pole vaulters (Grace Guingon, Zoe Higby,
and Colleen Moran) each finished in the top six in the league, and the
top ten in the county. Throughout the season, the athletes grew closer
together as a unit, and were a light for Christ during every competition.

MICHAEL VICINANZA (12)
Honorable Mention All County

TRACK & FIELD
JUSTIN AUGUSTIN (12)
1st Team All League
2nd Team All County
GIANNA D’AMATO (10)
2nd Team All League
Honorable Mention All County
DAVID FALCON (12)
Honorable Mention All County
GRACE GUINGON (9)
2nd Team All League
Honorable Mention All County
ETHAN GREEN (11)
Honorable Mention All County
ZOE HIGBY (10)
Honorable Mention All League
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MUSIC NOTES

ADVANCEMENT UPDATE

HCA’s Music Department presented an amazing theatre event and excelled at competition.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!” Philippians 4:4

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

ADVANCING THE MISSION OF HCA

COMPETITION
RESULTS
All of HCA’s performing ensembles
participated in the 2018 Music
in the Parks competitions at Six
Flags Great Adventure. The HCA
Middle School Chorus competed
on May 12, and May 19 featured
HCA’s entire High School Music
Department. Awards are as listed:

1

Sandy
Vasquez-Chong

2

Director of
Advancement

CHORALE
1st Place, Mixed Choir Category I
SERVANTS OF THE KING
1st Place, Mixed Choir Category II
Best Overall Choir

It is said that experience is invaluable. During
this past year at HCA, I have been blessed to
have experiences that were nothing short of
incredible. I have been able to be part of a
community that loves the Lord and selflessly
works to fulfill His mission. I have met families
who are strong in their faith, and reflect the
wisdom and love He represents. I have come
to know students who are the embodiment
of fruit - fruit that provides life to a hard and
misguided world - fruit that is grown and
nurtured by faithful families and the incredibly
dedicated and loving faculty at HCA. All of
these experiences have strengthened my faith
and given hope during tumultuous times.
These experiences also bring hope and
excitement for the future. Because we have
Him, every day is a celebration! We also
celebrate our achievements and blessings.
We have had incredibly successful athletic
seasons, marked by team and individual

3

WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE
1st Place, Women’s Choir Category

achievements. We have graduates going on to
spread His Word and positively impact colleges
and universities, such as NYU, Penn State, NJIT,
and Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry.
We have a beautiful new sign to announce
our presence. And we have been blessed
with a brand new, state-of-the-art athletic
turf field and scoreboard. The synthetic turf
field will provide a safe and lasting home field,
where the HCA community can host games
and enthusiastically support its Defenders
(photo below, taken by the HCA drone). Our
new scoreboard proudly proclaims 1 Timothy
4:8, “Physical training is good, but training for
godliness is much better, promising benefits in
this life and in the life to come.”
All these incredible blessings, and a myriad
of others, give everyone many more reasons
to celebrate - to celebrate HCA, celebrate
each other, and celebrate the Lord and His
unwavering love, mercy, and blessings.

MEN’S ENSEMBLE
1st Place, Men’s Choir Category
ALLEGRO HANDBELLS
1st Place, Handbell Category
Best Overall Handbell Choir
PRELUDE HANDBELLS
2nd Place, Handbell Category
ANGIE LOVATO (12)
Best Vocal Soloist
CHARLENE MANIPON (11)
Best Instrumental Accompanist
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS
1st Place, Mixed Choir Division
Best Overall Choir
KAYLA OH (8)
Best Vocal Soloist

12
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DESSERT THEATRE 2018
HCA’s 10th annual Dessert Theatre was held on April 27 and 28 in the
Pavilion. These nights of incredible music, compelling drama, and
delicious desserts have become a beloved HCA tradition. This year’s
student-written script told the story of the fictional land of Melodia,
which is threatened when a villain seeks to steal the source of its power
(music, of course). Princess Aria must travel to the distant land of New
York City in order to find the answer to save her kingdom.
PICTURED ABOVE:
[1] Holding Out for a Hero: Jesse Kriesel & Olivia White, [2] Chattanooga
Choo Choo: Malorie Rosa, Rachel Eelman, Christine Brower, & Abigail
Ng, [3] The Greatest Show: HCA Chorale (Christine Pelliccio & Taylor
Dublin), [4] Dancing Queen: Sophia Alvarez, Emily Lamitola, & Angie
Lovato, [5] Friend Like Me: Amaury Gutierrez & Jonathan Alektiar
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UPCOMING EVENTS
RESTAURANT TOUR
Stay tuned for the dates of our
Summer Restaurant Tour!
Visit your favorite restaurants and
earn money for HCA.
HCA HOMECOMING
Saturday, September 22, 2018
Come enjoy our new turf field!
HCA alums, sign up for our alumni
soccer game.
ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC
Columbus Day
Monday, October 8, 2018
Join us at Crystal Springs Resort.
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ALUMNI NEWS

CLASS OF 2022

Send your alumni news to tina.tatum@hca.org.

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.” Proverbs 16:3

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

HIGH SCHOOL, HERE WE COME!

WEDDINGS & BIRTHS

1

2

3

4

Nicole Ryan (‘05) and JR Kanu
celebrated their marriage
on May 26, 2018, following
their traditional Ibo wedding
in Nigeria in December. Their
US ceremony was held at
HGC, and their reception at
the Woodcliff Lake Hilton. The
couple met as students at
Calvin College, and will soon
relocate to Lagos, Nigeria. [1]
Megan (Pabon) Romero (‘06)
and her husband, Jordan,
announced the birth of their
first child, Oliver Daniel Romero,
on January 30, 2018, at 1:57pm.
The Romeros currently live in
Wayne, New Jersey. [2]

Stephanie Amaro (‘07) became
Mrs. Luis Angel Nieves on May
25, 2018, at the Rockleigh
Country Club in Rockleigh,
New Jersey. The couple met
through a mutual friend during
their undergraduate careers at
Montclair State University, and
will now make their home in
Verona, New Jersey. [3]
Delia (Hynes) Cornwell (‘07) and
her husband, Sam, welcomed
twin daughters, Amelia Hope
Cornwell and Avery Brave
Cornwell, on May 25, 2018, at
1:06pm and 1:36pm. Amelia
and Avery join their older sister,
two-year-old Emelyn. [4]

ALUMNI FEATURE
“The white knight, one who comes to the aid of others
and fights with honor and hope for their good - that is
the calling I have on my life.”
Joseph Battistella (‘15) graduated Summa Cum Laude from the
University of Valley Forge on April 27, 2018, with a BS in Criminal
Justice. Following the Lord’s call to the legal profession, Joseph
will be attending Regent University School of Law in the fall. The
selfless nature of supporting, protecting, and defending those
who would not otherwise have a voice is what has drawn
him to the field of law. Joseph considers HCA teacher, Daniel
Frederiks, an inspiration in this regard, stating, “A high school
teacher and personal mentor of mine, also a lawyer himself, has
the greatest heart for helping others that I have ever known...
This is the role of the white knight, to rally behind the King and
fight for His Kingdom and for others, even if we fight alone.”

Photo compliments of David Chen Photography

Our 8th graders are headed to high school! This year’s middle school graduates are as follows: Rhiannon Atekpe,
Myles Barclay, Angelo Borghini, Samiya Brown, Justin Cho, Dennis DeAngelis, Brendan Faasse, Melissa Faber,
Jayson Farraye, Luis Goenaga, Ty Higby, Jordan Hoogerhyde, Cana Koppenal, Eden Koppenal, Bethany Kwak,
Benjamin Mastin, Sebastian Ocampo-Vargas, Kayla Oh, Elle Rishko, Jessica Rodriguez, Brianna Russo, Anna
Tsapatsaris, Barbara Tyler, Clayton Tyler, Charity Walker, Olivia Wollemberg, Grace Yang, and Ashley Yi.

David Seidman

Daniel Brown

Victoria Gracian (‘06)

Head of School

Assistant to the Head
of School

Director of Admissions

Marcia Rainey

Jennifer Eelman

Ken Burres

Upper School Principal

Director of Guidance

Director of Technology

Donna Pfeiffer

Sandy Vasquez-Chong

Tyler Van Dyk (‘00)

Lower School Principal

Director of
Advancement

Director of Athletics

Hawthorne Christian Academy admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities made available to the students of the Academy.
It does not discriminate in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies,
scholarship and tuition aid programs, or athletic and other school-administered programs.

Tina Tatum (‘12)
Chimes Editor

*Photos by the HCA Yearbook Staff; Cover photo by Christine Pelliccio (11)
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STUDENT
TESTIMONIALS
“The greatest benefit of HCA
is the connections I make, not
only socially, but deep spiritual
connections with my peers, and
also with my teachers!”
-Grace Meharg, Class of ‘18
“The uplifting environment is the
best thing about HCA. I can talk
to my teachers about anything,
and I have gained such amazing
and godly friends by attending
Hawthorne Christian Academy.”
-Ava Rainey, Class of ‘20

Quinn Tyler, Class of ‘18

WEBSITE

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

INSTAGRAM

www.hca.org

@HCA_Defenders
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“At HCA, we are surrounded
by great students and teachers
who encourage us in our faith.”
-Luke Hart, Class of ‘21

THE CHIMES NEWSLETTER | SUMMER 2018

@HawthorneChristianAcademy

@hawthornechristianacademy

